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INTRODUCTION

At the time of the World Water Forun 2003, 2006 and 2009, the Holy See prepared some
reflections. On the basis of its competence, wiscpredominantly of a moral order, it called atientto
several relevant topics, reaffirmed the importaotevater, and supported actions aimed at improvisg
protection and use worldwide.

Kyoto 2003

On the occasion of the Kyoto Forum, the Holy Selssument,Water, an essential element for fife,
discussed water as a common factor within the enamnosocial and environmental pillars of sustaieabl
development. Attention was drawn to the dramatigasion in which people live who do not have drimki
water, to problems of its access and management;t@rnts excessive, irresponsible use in developed
countries in conjunction with the growing demandifaue to population increases.

The document defines water asaxial element linked to health, food and conflicts; ase&onomic
element- necessary for the production of goods and energyitf'zannot be considered as a commaodity like
any other, because it is a gift of God indispersdbl life); and finally as amnvironmental element
because of its role in sustaining the environmedtia natural disasters.

Further, because it is indispensable for life amegral human growth, on the occasion of the Kyoto
Forum the Holy See expressed its hope for a formal ratiogrof theright to drinking watey and thisas a
fundamental, inalienable human right basedoman dignityAnd lastly, the document highlighted water’s
religious value and its connection with the proldevh poverty.

Mexico City 2006

During the Mexico City Forum, in an update of trelier document,the Holy See considered water
above all as globalresponsibilitybecause it is a fundamental element of God’s ineat given for the use
of every individual and people, and a key factorfeace and security in their lives.

The new document even expressed the hope tobatt@e would be promoted to value, respect and
considerwater not as a commodity but asgaoddestined for everyone. Such a culture is fundanhéota
the management of water according to justice asplargsibility, also with reference to natural disest

| stanbul 2009

During the Fifth Forum in Istanbul, the initial dooent was updated with the subtiténd now a
matter of greater urgencyThe new textirged the analysis of drinking water in conjunctigith sanitation,
both being fundamental to determining its propewsirdship. Regarding the right to water, the Hade S
noted that it needs to be proposed more expliceélyen though it is now indirectly recognized in
international texts. A call was made for the prdooand explicit recognition of this right, that iooted
deep within human dignity.

Commenting on current statistical trends, the Hage pointed out that the MillenniuBevelopment
Goal$ concerning water were unlikely to be reached by528nd that, with this likely failure, any partial
attainment would represent a serious shortcominip@ipart of the international community.

1 Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FORJUSTICE AND PEACE, Water, n essential element for Jiféatican City 2003.
2 Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FORJUSTICE AND PEACE, Water, an essential element for life — An updstatican City 2006.

3 Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Water, an essential element for life and now a ematf greater
urgency — An updaté&/atican City 2009.

4 Goal 7.c.



[I. MAKING AN ASSESSMENT,
DESIGNING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

In 1990, Blessed John Paul Il made a heartfelt @ppegarding “the urgent moral need for a new
solidarity”™ concerning the ecological crisis and the correset af natural resources. Two years later, the
United Nations organized a Summit in Rio de Janemo‘Environment and Development” — a historic
event, with worldwide repercussions, that conteousignificantly to outlining development goals toe
next twenty years.

The crucial role of water in development has bemognized by initiatives such as the first actegtof
the World Water Council in the mid-1990s, the UNid®n to call the “Water for Life” Decade (2005-
2015); and the creation in various governmentsiateinational organizations of programmes dedicated
its complex problems.

Today — amidst a violent economic crisis also lthke the irresponsible exploitation of natural
resources, the unhinging of finance from the realnemy and of profit from sustainability — it isng to
make an assessment of the current urgent situatidnto outline effective solutions for the problelef
open. It is crucial that this take place in viewtltdé Rio+20 Conference to be held in June 2012 janew
of further necessary reflections on water in cotinaavith the integral development of peoples.

It is encouraging that the organizers of the Sikbrld Water Forum have chosen to entitle this event
Time forsolutions The Holy See expresses its strong hope that ir2 20cisive decisions will be made
based on valid principles, that “virtuous” practioeill be institutionalized and universalized, sneext
year is dedicated by UN to water cooperafidn.this context, the Holy See hopes that this duent will
offer a useful contribution.

® Cf. DHNPAUL II, Message for the XXIIl World Day of Peace (1 Janu990) No. 10.

® UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 654hEdrnational Year of Water Cooperation,
2013 A/RES/65/154, 11 February 2011.



THE CURRENT SITUATION

|. PROGRESSIN AFFIRMING THE RIGHT TO WATER AND ACKNOWLEDGING THE NEED
TOIMPLEMENT IT

The Holy See and the proposal of rightsregarding collective goods including water

In 1990, Blessed John Paul Il spoke about “thetrigha safe environment. as a right that must be
included in an updated Charter of Human Right§He following year, in his Encyclic&@entesimus Annus
this is presented as a right that corresponds‘tolective good” whose protection cannot be guszad by
simple “market mechanism&but through everyone’s cooperation.

In 2003, John Paul 1l reflected on the growing amdrying divergence between a series of new rights
promoted in the technologically advanced consuroeietes, and the elementary human rights thastlte
unmet, especially in situations of underdevelopmié the right to drinking watet.

The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Chupmiihlished in 2004, specified that “the right to
water, as all human rights, finds its basis in handgynity and not in any kind of merely quantitativ
assessment,” and clarified that it is “a univeesal inalienable right*°

In 2009, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI pointed that the right to water has an important placaiwithe
pursuit of other rights, beginning with the fundautaéright to life.**

The path of the United Nations

In recent years, the United Nations General Assgihas taken an interest on several occasions in the
right to water and explicitly enshrined it in 20M&fining it as the “right to safe and clean drimkiwater
and sanitation®? In the same resolution, it is recognized as a dmmehtal right essential for the full
exercise of the right to life and all human rights.the preamble of this historic resolution, then@ral
Assembly also mentions General Comment No. 15 (R@d2he Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rightswhich specifies the normative content of the rigghtvater, the obligations of the States
Parties to the UN Covenant on Economic, Social @otlural Rights, and those of the non-state actors
involved, including international financial institons

The following year, the Special Rapporteur on thenan right to safe drinking water and sanitation,
Ms. Catarina de Albuquergtfe made an important contribution to greater undeing of the concrete
possibilities of achieving this right and presensedhe good practices and conditions for succeskidimg
the clear identification of responsibilities.

7 JOHN PAUL II, Message for the XXIIl World Day of Peace (1 Januk890) No. 9.
8 JOHN PAUL II, Centesimus Annuslo. 40.
° Cf. OHN PAUL |, Message for the XXXVI World Day of Peace (1 Jan@888) No. 5.

10 PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Churthbreria Editrice
Vaticana, Vatican City 2004, No. 485.

11 Cf. BENEDICT X VI, Caritas in Veritatg No. 27.
12 UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, The human right to water and sanitatighi4/L.63/Rev.1*, 26 July 2010.

13 Cf. ECOSOC General Comment No. 15 (2002). The right to wagets( 11 and 12 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Right&)/C.12/2002/11, 20 January 2003.

14 Cf. UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rigtsiafe drinking water and sanitation,
Catarina de Albuquerqyeéd/HRC/18/33, 4 July 2011.



Again in 2011, following this hoped-for recognitiaon the basis of the Special Rapporteur’s reploet,
Human Rights Councihade an appeal to the Member States for its effeatiplementation>

II. THEREISSTILL MUCH TO BE DONE

1. Too many people arewithout drinking water

Still today, in different contexts, many people mainlive in a dignified way and are particularly
exposed to morbidity and mortality. In fact, accasglrinking water of sufficient quantity and quglis
lacking. Moreover, it should be kept in mind thae figures regarding such access that are usuatlforth
in international arenas do not reflect the compieri this phenomenon. The geographical distributd
the people still in need of adequate access torwa&es the solution to the problems even morecditf

Access to drinking water of insufficient
quantity

Some communities lack a sufficient quantity of watesatisfy their needs, or they do not have wiaster
their vicinity and have to travel long distanceshtain it'° or they depend on resources that vary according
to the seasons and precipitation. To thesgiral restrictions are adddtuman and technicaines, such as
the lack of adequate institutions; the impossipilit storing or paying for drinking water; the setdoss of
the usuall7 sources or the water management strecheeause of conflicts or new, high consumption
activities:

Access to water of insufficient quality

The good quality of drinking water is not guaradtealess there are adequate and efficient mechanism
of purification and sanitation. Nor is it guararded basic information is lacking to distinguigiuly
drinkable water fromapparently drinkablewater which, on the contrary, requires treatmentntake it
drinkable!® In some places, certain communities do possessamiol mechanisms of purification and
sanitation which are effective and compatible witkir economic and technological level but insuéint
for treating highly-polluted water such as sewagmdustrial waste.

The underestimated statistics on thirst

The situations described above could concern al@@-900 million persons, according to the
international statistics that are usually disseteithaincluding those of the United Nations. Butdalopting a
broad definition oficcess to water regular, continuous access to drinking waterighatonomically, legally
and truly accessible and acceptable from the viewmd usability — the reality described by somedsts is
even more worrying: 1.9 billion people have onlyhealthy water at their disposal, while 3.4 billion
periodically use water of unsafe quality. In shatcording to the latest statistics, access tdkiignwater
cannot be guaranteed for about half of the wopdisulation®®

15 Cf. UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, The human right to safe drinking water and sanitatidA/HRC/18/L.1, 23 September 2011.

16 With the resulting decrease in the time availdbteother fundamental activities like education avatk.

17 For example, water pumped for industrial and agjical use.

18 All too telling is the work of health educatorsdeveloping countries who go about explaining ® pleople that running
water or water delivered in tanker trucks is natessarily drinkable, despite the fact that it is@ied by local public authorities
or private firms.

19 Cf. GERARD PAYEN Les besoins en eau potable dans le monde sontestiusés : des milliards de personnes sont

concernéesn AA.VV. Implementing the right to drinking water and satida in Europe Académie de I'Eau, France 2011, p.
26.



A complex geographical distribution

Most of the people with no regular access to drigkivater — 84% according to the World Health
OrganizatioR’ — live in rural areas or places where the supplgrimking water is limited. In those areas,
various factors — such as the distance of some aomnti®s and the cost of infrastructures — makepadra
and clear improvement of the situation unlikely.

In urban areas too, there are difficult problemdlidms of people have unhealthy running water dymp
because they live in places where large investmanitsfrastructure and technology would be requited
make running water drinkahle

This geographical distribution difie thirsty— as those with no regular access to water coultefired —
makes the situation especially worrying becausgness will probably be slow and costly. In somehef
world’s urban areas, moreover, there is a greatlante between population growth and increase terwa
infrastructures.

2. Thedeay in providing sanitation

Progress in the sanitation sector appears to béfirient. More than a billion people do not haweess
to any kind of sanitatict and the current trends seem to forecast slow pssgn this area.

This phenomenon is especially worrying becausdatsom, like purification, has an essential roléhe
processes of reusing water and countering posg#igers for human health caused by polluted onatdg
water. The absence of sanitation and adequateiqatign systems is a serious threat to the envieim
especially in large, densely populated cities bsedarge quantities of polluted water are pourezk liato
the environment in a limited space.

3. Thedangersof acommercial perspective

The rules and negotiations of international tradght to aim at the good of all, in particular o thoor
and vulnerable, and should guarantee the mearifoan subsistené@. The fact that water is essential for
human life, a gift of God® compels us to consider it differently from othermenodities.

Unfortunately, from a practical standpoint, an dw@ommercial concept of water sometimes persists
with the risk of mistakenly considering it like anther commodity and planning investments accortiing
the criteria of profit for profit's sake, withowking the public value of water into consideration.

Overly commercial viewpoints and behaviour can leaglanning investments for infrastructures only
in areas where it seems remunerative to make ttieahis, where it seems profitable, where large lmens
of people live. There is the risk of failing to semee’s brothers and sisters as human beings wathight to
a dignified existence and of considering them nyeasl customers. Such a commercial approach leads in
some cases to creating an unnecessary dependencet(@orks, procedures, bureaucracies, patents) and
tends to make water available only to those whopagnfor it. Another limit of the commercial appobain
managing water (and other natural resources) toftanly taking care of and safeguarding the emvinent
by the assumption of one’s responsibilities if arften it is economically expedient to do so.

20 Cf. WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, World health statistics 201p. 18.
2L Cf. Ibid.

22 Cf. Statement of the Holy See at the World Trade Owmgioin Council on Trade-Related Aspects of Intali@icProperty
Rights,Geneva, 8 June 2010.

2 No one can takeredit for water in the sense that no one is at its origin



4. A right to protect and promote

Once a right is recognized, it has to be proteeted promoted with a special legal framework and
adequate institutions that will define respondiieii clearly, establish under what circumstancesitht is
not guaranteed, and protest and ask for reparafitims right is not respected.

Some countries have included the right to watéhair internal legislative system by specifyingeria
of quality and quantity and establishing the suites responsible for its implementation. This ipamant
because, within its borders, the State is resptan$iib guaranteeing people’s rights and welfarevall as
for the correct management of natural resources.

Unfortunately, not all States include the rightvater in their national legal system. Some States
tolerate or even undertake actions that are dyrextindirectly harmful to the right of the commties of
bordering States, or they even use water as amimesnt of political or economic pressure.

On the other hand, on the international level, raftes important right has been recognized, the
inadequacy of the “complex of institutions that eifjuridical] structure®® to rights and are meant to
guarantee them — is all the more remarkable. Tleel b@ improve and reinforce the existing internadio
institutions “seems obvious if we consider the thett the agenda of questions to be dealt withailplis
becoming ever longer® and that some problems are no longer managealdestgle State. This is all the
more valid for water which, by its nature, flowstilha@above and below ground regardless of man-made
borders. In addition to the lack of institutionshére is still in fact much hesitation in the imational
community about the obligation to respect and immalet human right&>

[1l. THE SPREAD OF A NECESSARY
INTEGRATED AND MULTILEVEL VIEW
IN THE SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS BACKED
BY SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL STRUCTURES

The Holy See appreciates that it is not possiblseek and much less find and apply solutions to the
guestion of water by considering it independenflpther problems linked to development or by fongsi
on only one level of intervention. In these pastrge there have been encouraging developmentsse th
sectors. The appearance of some multinational ternational structures, although they do need to be
strengthened, reflects the international commusigybwing awareness of the need for them.

Water in a global approach to development

It is now common knowledge that the question ofewatinnot be analyzed or a solution attempted in an
isolated way without linking it to other, interréda social, economical and environmental thefdisis
commonly associated with questions of hunger anthutrdion, the economy and finance, energy, the
environment in a broad sense, production and ingusygiene, agriculture, urbanization, naturakdisrs,
and “drought ... and rising water levef§’Due to the marked interdependence of these isthaghave to
be tackled together for the sake of true integndl sustainable development.

24 BENEDICT XVI, Caritas in Veritate No. 7.

25 PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FORJUSTICE AND PEACE, Towards reforming the international financial andmetary systems in the
context of global public authority ibreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City 2011,24).

26 JoHN PAUL I, Message for the XXXVI World Day of Peace (1 Jan@a68) No. 5.

27 Cf. UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL'S HIGH-LEVEL PANEL ON GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY , Resilient People,
Resilient Planet: a Future Worth Choosjrgf January 2012, p. 6.

28 Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Address for the Welcoming Celebration by the Ydeegple,Apostolic Journey to Sydney, 17 July
2008.



Thedifferent levels of analysis

To interpret and tackle the above-mentioned problexdequately, interdisciplinary analysis is of
necessity used on various levels. The global aaal levels should be taken into proper considematmd
likewise the regional and national structure, agired by the principle of subsidiarity.

International aquifers, transnational rivers anket and the activities that potentially affect the
availability of water in another State naturallynstitute a supranational public issue. Crisis pntoa
and management in areas of tension also callshalysis on various levels because national decssoam
have repercussions on local situations, just asipleslocal conflicts can create instability onegional
level. The possibility of cooperation between loaad global realities — to pursue projects, spigaad
practices and target investments — also callsrialyais on various levels.

New intergover nmental structuresare still insufficient

The Holy See appreciates the creation within thétddnNations, or in regional intergovernmental
structures, of consultation groups or coordinatimganizations especially dedicated to the questains
water. This trend, which began in the first yedrthe millennium, shows the growing attention giterthe
“public good” which is water. Nonetheless, for ttaér management of water on the international level
further institutional advances still need to be mad

|V. GROWING DEMAND
Thereasons

In the future, there will be growing demand for aratvorldwide because the global population is
increasing.

Independently of this population increase, thedsaaas of living and consumption in various courstrie
are rising. The demand for water and energy is grgwoften for non-essential purposes and in the
production of consumer goods that are not alwagessary. In this regard, “the squandering of thddis
... resources in order to fuel an insatiable conzion”?® and the “accumulation of goods ... reserved to a
small number and proposed as models to the maaeesf particular concerii.

Resourcesin jeopardy

Despite increasing demand, however, water is intsbupply and the “concerns regarding the ever
decreasing availability of water” are maniféstWater resources are also jeopardized by activitiesctly
attributable to poor management: that is, the pioluthat acts at different levels in the waterley@and
excessive pumping that does not take into due deraion the time needed for water resources to be
replenished. Also weighing heavily on this are tbgses caused by poorly planned or poorly managed
installations and the waste due to irresponsiblsgmption.

Global warming in some areas particularly affedsgdclimate change is reducing available resources.
This phenomenon will probably strike and be feltrenm areas that have little water and are inhdbitg
vulnerable populations. Millions of peopfecould lack water to quench their thirst, and tregjricultural
production — which depends above all on the aburglanlack of rainfall — could be endangered.

2 |bid.

%0 BENEDICT XVI, Address to the New Ambassadors at the Presentafitite Letters accrediting them to the Holy ,SEe
December 2009.

31 Intervention by the Holy See at thé"Session of the Conference of F&28,June 2011.

%2 The Synthesis Repoflimate Change 200Df the INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IPCC) even
estimates that an additional 75-250 million peaplafrica will undergowater stresdy 2020 because of climate change.



Some countries, moreover, have overused the alailabter resources, endangering reserves and
exceeding the limits of sustainability. Therefore, the security and sustainability of watesources
continues to be an issue requiring urgent atterifion

33 Cf. UNITED NATIONS, UN Millennium Development Goals Report 20p152.

34 Cf. UNITED NATIONS, UN Millennium Development Goals Report 20p04.



SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

We find ourselves, therefore, in a context wheeeright to water has been recognized internatignall
but progress in its implementation, in the varidaselopment contexts, is slow.

In view of this challenge, it is more and more rsseey for the international community to put fordvar
sustainable solutions and for these to be appffedtevely on different levels.

|. THE NEED FOR IMMEDIATE SOLUTIONS

The Holy See stresses the urgency of the probleirhapes that the search for solutions under way in
the international community will not merely be eggsed in statements of intent, even if they arkdzhap
by abundant studies. In planning middle- and l@rgatsustainable economies, it is important noteiglect
the thorny issues for which it is difficult to finel unanimous consensus but which, in any casefarall
careful attention and urgent, effective action almaé protecting human dignity and the lives of ionk of
people.

“Where human lives are concerned, time is alwaystsiet the world has witnessed the vast resources
that governments can draw upon to rescue finanséitutions deemed ‘too big to fail’. Surely th&egral
human development of the world’s peoples is no ileg®rtant: here is an enterprise, worthy of theldis

attention”®®

||. STRUCTURES AND GOVERNANCE

With reference to various supranational problemsluding those of the environment and water, the
need for international governance emerjeSuch governance should not be seen as a higmzipe that
oppresses local or State initiatives, but rathex ascessary coordination and orientation for draecement
and a harmonious, sustainable use of the environiemath natural resources for the sake of ghebal
common good.

Thetask of governance

What is needed is a network of institutions thall wuarantee everyone everywhere a regular and
sufficient access to watdf,so as to remedy theeficits already pointed out: by indicating qualitative and
guantitativestandards by offering criteria that will help to promotetranal legislation compatible with the
internationally recognized right to water, and bymtoring the extent to which States respect their
commitments.

One important task is favouring various forms obmeration: scientific cooperation and the transfer
technologies, as well as administrative and marageooperation. Also necessary are common control
measures against corruption and pollution, andniike for the prevention and management of conflicts
Particularly to be encouraged is the creation tfi@ties on the regional and cross-border levelmmetent
for a joint, integrated, fair and rational managatr@ shared resources in solidarity.

Governancemoreover, should guarantee the primacy of poliieghich is responsible for the common
good — over economy and finance. The latter “neeldet brought back within the boundaries of theal re
vocation and function ... in consideration of theavmus responsibilities” regarding the environmehg
public good which is water, and society, in ordegive life to “markets and financial institutiomich are

%5 BENEDICT XVI, Address at the meeting with representatives ofdBrisociety in Westminster Halpostolic Journey to
the United Kingdom, 17 September 2010.

36 Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Caritas in Veritate No. 67.

87 Cf.ibid., No. 27.



really at the service of the person and are capablkesponding to the needs of the common good and
universal brotherhood®® and are not motivated merely by profit for prafisake.

Therationalefor governance: to ensurethe universal destination of goods

Humanity has received from God the mission to éarend manage wisely the environment, water and
other resources; these are “common goods” andjds sontribute to the “global common good” for wsho
realization suitable institutions are essentialedéinstitutions should take it upon themselvegu@rantee
the universal destination of goods on the globetlleln fact, the social doctrine of the Churchdsmaghe
ethics of property relations regarding the goodshef earth on the biblical perspective which poitats
creation as God’s gift to all human beings: “Gotented the earth with everything contained in ittfe
use of all human beings and peoples. Thus, un@eletidership of justice and in the company of thari
created goods should be in abundance for all i tilanner. Whatever the forms of property may be, as
adapted to the legitimate institutions of peoplascording to diverse and changeable circumstances,
attention must always be paid to this universatidason of earthly goods. In using them, therefaran
should regard the external things that he legitygbossesses not only as his own but also as conimo
the sense that they should be able to benefitmgttom but also others®

The right to use earthly goods, including wateraisatural, inviolable right with universal value
inasmuch as it is due to every human being. It rbesprotected and made effective through appragriat
laws and institution®’

I11. NEW POLICIES

1. Water policies

Promotion of the common good — whose conditionsafbainment today include the protection and
promotion of the right to water — is a “duty of ttigil authorities”** Therefore, policies are needed that will
protect this good in today’s circumstances. In tegard, the Holy See is aware that situations gaeatly.
This makes it necessary to plan policies that alel\and effective for the different contexts.

Private enterprise

Given that public authorities have the task ofisgs# norms and controls, in the case of private
enterprise in the water sector, it must be admitbed it is impossible to establish universal rudeshorms
for private-public cooperation. While it is undenstiable and reasonable for private actors to tend t
develop remunerative activities, they should nogéo that water has a social value and must besaitie
to everyone. In this regard, the authority mustrgngee through adequate legislation that water taiais its
universal destination, “giving special attentionttee most vulnerable sectors of socieyThe private
sector has an essential role in pursuing the dpueat and management of various natural resourcbs@
they should not be excludedpriori. However, they must not behave as if water wereelpe commercial

38 Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Towards reforming the international financial andnetary systems
in the context of global public authorjtlibreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City 2011,38.

39 SECONDVATICAN COUNCIL, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modaforld Gaudium et Spedo. 69.

40 Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Towards a better distribution of landjbreria Editrice Vaticana,
Vatican City 1997, No. 28.

41 Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Address at the meeting with representatives ofdBrigociety in Westminster HalApostolic Journey
to the United Kingdom, 17 September 2010.

42 Cf. JOHN PAUL II, Message for the XXIIl World Day of Peace (1 Janu890) No. 9.



good and not a public good. Therefore, they shdaddsteered to follow virtuous practices: that is,
management of distribution services of water infeonity with the demands of the common good.

Public policies

Courageous policies should be promoted that areeteed with farsightedness and not influenced by
particular interests or enacted in an opportunigi&y to obtain electoral success. Regarding waber,
world of politics should act in a responsible waylaenounce immediate economic interests or idéestog
that end up degrading human dignity. Positive lawsiie founded on the principles of natural maal in
order to guarantee respect for the dignity andevalithe human pers&hwhich can be undermined if the
right to water is not guaranteed and promoted. dfbeg, laws and structures are needed at the sesfihe
right to water. But, above all, upright people aemded: that is, people who have a great sengifoitthe
common good and the particular public good whiclvaser.

2. Policiesbased on solidarity

Policies ought to be an expression of inter-germrat and infra-generational solidarity in the sz
love for the common good, and generous, unanimows systematic dedication to it, according to the
historical contexts. Therefore, they should be fdated bearing in mind the concrete conditionstifair
achievement, among which the need stands out tfmagveryone to have access to the “good” which is
water.

The Holy See reaffirms the urgent moral need foew solidarity* with regard to natural resources, the
management of the environment and, in particutamvater, according to an international dimensioat th
includes the poorest countries and implies skitfi@nagement of the planet’s resources. Moreovenittts
out that “to turn this solidarity into effectivetaan calls for fresh thinking that will improve éfconditions
in many important aread> in addition to ethically based decisions. Witheatl solidarity, financial
mechanisms cannot be conceived or policies platimgdhelp to satisfy the right to water. Solidarity
fact, is a virtue of an ethical nature that favoardignified life for all and allows access to fantental
goods. If human dignity is compromised, then reforaf structures, governancdeself, and the moral
direction offered by great principles are madetless.

3. Thecommitment of civil society

On this occasion, the Holy See does not forget tt@tmanagement of water is of concern not only to
certain technicians, politicians and administratarss, and must remain, a concern of everyonethef
whole of civil society. The latter avails itself particular of the political community’s help indar to
achieve its ends. This does not mean, however, ¢halt society can be replaced in its primary
responsibility. The political community is at thergce of civil society’s ends and receives fronthi task
of producing all the policies and institutions resary for the common godfi.The political authority
carries out its task well if, in protecting and prating the right to water, it gives value to cisibciety’s
contribution and urges it to organize itself acaogty. The correct way to manage the public “goad”
water is according to solidarity and subsidiar@yvil society holds the ultimate responsibility,daso when
the political community does not appear capableanfying out its task, civil society ought to mab#l to
bring it about.

43 Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Message for the XLIV World Day of Peace (1 Jan2éx1) No. 12.
44 Cf. OHN PAUL II, Message for the XXIIl World Day of Peace (1 Janu890) No. 10.

45 BENEDICT XVI, Address at the meeting with representatives ofdBrisociety in Westminster Halpostolic Journey to
the United Kingdom, 17 September 2010.

46 Cf. SECONDVATICAN COUNCIL, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modaforld Gaudium et spedNo. 74.



V. MODERATION AND JUSTICE

In a society that pursues the goal of sustainabteiaclusive development, all are called to livahwi
moderation and justic¥.

Moderation in consumption

Some societies have the possibility and the hdbiibasuming, for a variety of more or less esséntia
purposes, several times more water per day thaarttwint indispensable for a dignified life, whicier
societies tragically do not have. This inequality dccess to and consumption of water can hardly be
approved.

Nor can societies be praised that consume watesuperfluous purposes in an increasingly unbridled
consumerism aimed at the unlimited accumulationgodds?® because these are practices contrary to
sustainable development.

It cannot be claimed, by way of excuse, that thesamption or saving of water in a given place,
especially in a developed country, has no consexmpseelsewhere, especially in developing countiéster
is part of a worldwide system, and even if theraeneo direct connection between consumption and
availability in two different places, other inditemonnections exist that must be kept in mind:réamgport,
purify and consume water costs and requires enditgg.amounts required could be spent in a moraulisef
way by helping the very poor. Also, it should n& forgotten that this energy is sometimes takemfro
regions that need it more.

The Holy See, therefore, reaffirms the importan€emoderation in consumption and invokes the
responsibility of administrations, businesses amtividual citizens. Such moderation is supported/alyes
such as altruism, solidarity and justice.

The principleof justice

The principle of justice in its commutative, cohtriory and distributive aspects, that is, as social
justice, ought to inspire solutions to the issugvafer.

This same principle, for example, should guidedbaitable distribution of the investments necestary
development and should promote the implementatidmeoright to water. Developing countries and egimey
economies should contribute to these investmentpraportion to their means and in this way align
themselves with the traditional donor States. Trternational community, for its part, is called adopt
innovative ways of financing. These could inclutie ttapital obtained from a possible tax on findncia
transactions.

The principle of justice, moreover, should helpdentify the damage done to the “good” of water and
to propose possible remedies or sanctions. Forptinigose, courtsf justice, equipped to hear the pleas of
those whose right to water is not guaranteed, neaysieful.

Likewise, this principle guides the fair distribti of water. In this regard, the Holy See strefisaisthere
are minimum levels for a dignified existence, althlo they are not guaranteed in many developingtdean
and these ought to be met as a priority, espedraltiie light of high levels of consumption typiczl more
developed countries.

For the Holy See, moreover, justice, in harmonyhwiite principle of subsidiarity, must operate on al
levels: from local to cross-border, from nationalrégional, from continental to international leszelike
solidarity, it has to be inter-generational andargenerational.

The principle of justice, since it must safeguah@ rights of all, and especially of the weakest,
emphasizes that forced birth control policies inggbsn the weakest are unjust. Such policies ftiree

4T Cf. Tit 2:12.

48 BENEDICT XVI, Address to the New Ambassadors at the Presentafitite Letters accrediting them to the Holy SEe
December 2009.



poorest communities to check their demographic grdw order to allow other societies to maintaieith
excessive levels of consumption.

CONCLUSION

Billions of people are still without water in sudient quantity or quality for a dignified, secureda
comfortable life. Confident in the sense of respaitiy of the various actors involved in the maeagent
of water, the Holy See wishes to share its viewpuiith Governments and all people of good will. By
recalling the duty of solidarity, it hopes that tt@mmitments made will be respected and that sadibe
solutions will be adopted with urgency and withtgaar attention to the most vulnerable and tafet
generations. In this way the forthcoming major ing&tional events will be able to propose solutitivat are
just and sustainable for the environment, suppobydnnovative mechanisms that will guarantee them
respect and rapid implementation. It should notoberlooked that in the implementation of the rigit
water, there is a telling gap between the fundsicened necessary and those that are effectivebylined.

All too frequently water is the object of pollutiowaste and speculation. It is increasingly founyr
and is a well-known cause of ongoing conflicts.stéad, it ought to be treated as a universal good,
indispensable for the integral development of pe®pind for peace.



