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Today's Gospel parable holds up for us the trutithviies at the heart of rural life, the truth
that God our Father has placed into our care thgetBe plants and the animals, for which farmers,
as individuals and families, take responsibility flee sake of their own good and for the sake ef th
good of all their brothers and sisters. In otherdsgoin the work of agriculture, farmers are calied
be faithful stewards of God's gifts of food anckfilior all His children.

The rich man in the parable failed to understamdftiti destiny of the "good harvest” with
which God had blessed him as a farmer. Yes, theebiwwvas meant to provide for his needs, but,
what is more, the surplus was meant to providéHemeeds of others. The rich man, forgetting the
full destiny of the "good harvest," falls into gdedelieving himself to be the master of the harves
instead of the Master’s faithful stewdrd.

How easy it is for us to forget this truth whichaisthe foundation of agriculture upon which
all life depends! The Church's moral teaching in tome, particularly since the time of Pope Leo
XIll, has reminded us repeatedly that the carehefland and plants and animals should be in the
hands of God-fearing individuals and families, edlto faithful stewardship, so that God's good
gifts of food and fiber may serve all His childré?ope Leo XIll, in his Encyclical LettéRerum
Novarum, reminded us that private ownership of the lansl & its end the good of all, when he
wrote:

Moreover, the earth, even though apportioned ammngte owners, ceases not
thereby to
minister to the needs of all, inasmuch as themotsone who does not sustain life

from what the land producés.

! Cf. Lk 12:16-20.

2“Ceterum utcumaue inter privatos distributa, inercommuni omnium utilitati terra non cessat, njam nemo est
mortalium, quin alatur eo, quod agri efferunt.” LleB. XllI, Litterae encyclicaBerum novarum, “de conditione
opificum”, 15 Maii 1891 Acta Sanctae Sedis, vol. 23, p. 644. English translation:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyddils, p. 3, no. 8.




Pope Benedict XVI, in his Encyclical Lett@aritas in Veritate reminded us strongly that God has

placed an order in nature which agriculture muspeet if it is to serve man as God intends. He

wrote:
When nature, including the human being, is viewedh& result of mere chance or
evolutionary determinism, our sense of respongybilianes. In nature, the believer
recognizes the wonderful result of God’'s creatiwdivdy, which we may use
responsibly to satisfy our legitimate needs, matesr otherwise, while respecting
the intrinsic balance of creation. If this visialost, we end up either considering
nature an untouchable taboo or, on the contrarysial it. Neither attitude is
consonant with the Christian vision of nature asfthit of God’s creatiof.

Inspired by the Church's teaching, we all have risponsibility to serve the pastoral needs of

farmers who are the stewards of the soil and pamtisanimals for the nourishment and health of us

all.

We recognize the danger of the forgetfulness ofritte man in the parable. The wonderful
fruits of the land, and the food and fiber whichmeofrom the plants and animals must not lead us
to greed, to a disordered desire of the money wihielsale of these fruits may bring us, but to the
love of God who has placed His creatures into @re @and made them bountiful in fruit for the
good of all His children. We must remember therington which the Apostle Paul urges the
bishop Timothy to give to the faithful:

Let them trust in the God who provides us richlyhwall things for our use. Charge
them to do good, to be rich in good works and gamgrsharing what they have.
Thus will they build a secure foundation for théuhe, for receiving that life which
is life indeed"
For the faithful son or daughter of God, closentsshe source of our food and fiber leads to
profound gratitude to God and the desire to shHagebbuntiful gifts of His creation with everyone.
Care of the land, the plants and the animals, ezhraut with faith, leads naturally to acts of
thanksgiving to God and of solidarity with one’sgiéor.
It is with the eyes of faith, with minds and hedrtstructed and inspired by God’s Word,

that we must view the pressing question of theafigechnology in agriculture, in the care of God’s

3 “Sj natura, in primis homo, considerantur velutictus casus vel evolutivi determinismi, resporatidi conscientia
minuitur nostris in mentibus. In natura credensatmilem agnoscit exitum divinae creativae intenams, qua homo
scienter uti potest ad legitimas — materiales etdteriales — necessitates explendas, dummodosat@naequilibria
ipsius creationis observet. Si visio haec deffiitit homo aut naturam veluti rem vitandam repatgt econtra eadem
abutatur. Uterque agendi modus christianae visiatiurae non congruit, quae fructus est divinaeticmrga.”
Benedictus PP. XVI, Litterae encyclic@aritasin veritate, “de humana integra progression in caritate vietgae,” 29
lunii 2009, p. 684, n. 48. English translationbidria Editrice Vaticana, p. 80, no. 48.

*1Tim6:17-19.



creation for the good of all. In every aspect of bfie today, we find the presence of technology
which promises to make our life easier and our woike profitable. Technology, we are told,
means progress for us, a better life and greateragnic security. So, too, farmers are told thaythe
must use the ever-developing agricultural technglagcluding biotechnology, to improve their
work, to compete in the marketplace and to incree# profits. The advancement of such
technology eliminates the smaller farmer who camaffard its use and cannot survive the ruthless
competition which it flames.

The argument that bigger is better has had itsiénite in agriculture as in every sector of
human activity today. The bigger farmer has theneouc infrastructure which permits him to
finance the purchase and use of all forms of teldgyp which will make profits greater for the
financing of the use of yet more technology. Ofrseythere comes an inevitable moment when no
farmer or group of farmers can sustain economichltykind of operation which will be demanded.
And the solution to that difficulty is already aard: the transnational corporation which, as one
agricultural expert once informed me, does farnigesultimate favor of making them “nine to five"
employees, freeing them from any responsibilitythe farm.

The use of technology in agriculture is neither dyoor evil in itself. Technology is good
when it helps those entrusted with the work of @adture to be good stewards of God’s creatures,
to use God’s creation with respect in order to mtevsound food and clothing for all. The moral
standard which must guide the use of technologggniculture is the respectful care of God’s
creatures, according to the law which is writterthiair being, for the good of all. In other words,
agricultural technology is good when it helps tamfer to provide sound and healthy produce with
respect for the creatures under his care, withedpr himself and his family, and with respeat fo
his neighbor who depends upon him for food andfibe

Greater convenience and increased profits may trdsuin the right employment of
technology, but convenience and profit are not ¢higeria which make right the use of any
technology. Because the very sustenance of lifpravided through agriculture, no form of
technology which has a possibly harmful effect lom healthiness of agricultural produce or on the
sources of continued agricultural produce may beaityoemployed. As Pope Benedict XVI has
reminded us, the soil is not an inert tool, nor e plants and animals machines; they are living
organisms created according to an order which misséand fosters all lifé They are entrusted into
our care as the stewards of the Lord Who alonesdifee Whatever technology we use in their care
must respect the order with which God has calledldrigatures into being and by which He sustains

them in being.

® Cf. Caritasin veritate, pp. 684-685, n. 48. English translation: pp. 80+®. 48.



The parable of the greedy rich man is addresse®ubwy Lord to us all. Saint Paul’s
instruction to Timothy about the right stewardstup food and clothing is meant for all of
Timothy’s flock, is meant for all of us. We are adllled to the altar of Christ’s sacrifice tonigbt
give thanks to God for the fruits of His creatiorddo pray for the grace to be good stewards of His
creatures. The Church, faithful to the teachinghaf Word of God, instructs us that the care of
creation to bring forth food and clothing for alb&s children must be in the hands of God-fearing
families, of families who know themselves to bensteds of the one Lord of the harvest, of families
who know that it is God who creates and sustainkf@l The Church teaches that the fonts which
sustain our life should be in the care of farm fasiwho understand that what is most important in
their work is to praise God and to bring forth fréirs creation food and clothing for the good of
His children. God-fearing families will take thespmnsibility to use technology rightly and to
refuse to use any technology which may compronfigeiritegrity of their labor upon which the
health and life of all of us depends.

The teaching of the Holy Scriptures, handed dowthfidly in the Church’s teaching, is
dismissed by many today as unrealistic before tben@mic forces which are driving the
developments in agriculture. For many, it is nofuastion of whether the Church’s teaching is true
or not, good or not, but rather a question of emibhgaan economy which promises an easier life
and ever-greater profits, at least for a few. WAvendismiss the Church’s teaching, we risk the fall
of the greedy rich man in the parable, forgetfulwdio we are before God, thinking that the
bountiful harvest is our work and for our profihstead of the gift of God brought forth with the
cooperation of our hands and hearts for the goaall.oOur celebration of the Holy Eucharist, if it
is sincere, does not permit us to see agriculttimeradhan in the light of the Church’s teaching, in
the light of what is true and good.

But what can we do before the so-called inevitazenomic developments in agriculture?
We can transform the direction of agriculture im saciety, if we have the mind and heart to work
together as stewards of the Lord of the harvesthef_ord of all life. We are the Church, Christ’s
Mystical Body, called to witness to God'’s plan @ and for our world, also in the critical arena of
agriculture. We are called to work together, asnfans and as those who depend upon farmers for
our food and clothing, to save and to foster adfuce carried out according to God’s plan. We are
called to promote the technology which helps ubrtog forth sound fruits from God'’s creatures.
We are called to take responsibility for agricudtiand not to sell our title of stewardship for an
easier life or more money.

Today, we witness an ever greater interest in fobath is organically produced, an ever

greater interest on the part of many to know thairtfood has not been produced by means of any



harmful or possibly harmful technology. We witnete®y, families and groups of families engaging
in agriculture to bring forth the healthiest produwith respect for the environment and according
to an economy which provides a living wage for faamer. Could we not be more active in
fostering such farming? We can be certain thatieifare about a sound and healthful care of God’s
creatures for the good of all, God will bless us.

There will be challenges and disappointments; éngptation of the greedy rich man is real.
We are called to overcome the temptations and dtinees which would hinder or stop us in doing
what is true and good. What is more, we are sthemgid by the grace of God to continue the
struggle for the transformation of agriculture @aodvin ultimately the victory, which means life for
us during our days as stewards of God’s creatiahnfainess of life when we give the final account
of our stewardship.

We will now be united at the altar of Christ’'s sAce. God will give us anew the gift of His
life won for us by His Son’s sacrifice on the Crokst us open our minds and hearts to receive
God’s grace, the gift of His life, so that we mag fprth as good stewards of His harvest,
strengthened to make, with Christ, the sacrificbsciv give life, obedient to the Word which God
speaks to us today and everyday:

Charge them to do good, to be rich in good works generous, sharing what they
have. Thus they build a secure foundation for ftitare, for receiving that life

which is life indeed.
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